
Westminster residents to þght the HST and to support healthcare and education.

I recognized 2009 Citizen of the Year Mona Forsyth and paid tribute to Eva Markvoort, who 
accomplished so much to increase awareness of Cystic Fibrosis during her short life.  I 
congratulated the City for adopting Canadaõs þrst Living Wage policy and upheld the honour 
of our own Salmonbellies Lacrosse Team. 

In my role as Opposition Caucus Critic for Advanced Education, I held the government 
accountable for cutbacks to student aid and put forward a Motion to recognize the 
importance of post-secondary education and skills training to ensure that British 
Columbians have the opportunities to excel in tomorrowõs green economy.

In my constituency ofþce, Linda and Jarrah are working hard to provide assistance to New 
Westminster residents.  Itõs a busy ofþce and a great community resource. 

I look forward to seeing you during the summer at the Farmersõ Market and out and about in 
the City. Best wishes to you and your family for a safe and enjoyable summer! 

Dawn Black, MLA
New Westminster Community Update

•Events•

Royal City Farmers’ 
Market 

Thursdays 3-7 until 
October 7th. Tipperary 
Park (4th St. at Royal 
Ave). Visit http://rcfm.
ca for more info.

Fraserfest

July 16-18 on the New 
Westminster Quay 
boardwalk. 
Entertainment, 
including a mascot 
parade and work boat 
parade. For more 
information visit www.
hyack.bc.ca or email 
info@hyack.bc.ca

Summerfest in 
Grimston Park

July 17 from 4 to 
11:30 PM. Grimston 
Park (7th Ave. at 19th 
St.). Come out for 
children’s craft 
activities, a movie in 
the park, a mini 
farmers’ market, 
community tables, 
and other fun activi-
ties! More info at www.
tenthtothefraser.ca 

www.dawnblack.ca

Our Province
Our Future

Our Province, Our Future is an intitiative of 
Carole James and the New Democratic caucus 
to engage British Columbians to discuss how we 
can build a strong, vibrant, and green economy 
that generates the jobs and wealth to provide a
high standard of living and quality social programs for all British Columbians. I attended 
the Leadersõ Summit on April 30th that brought together more than 200 British 
Columbians in dialogue, including business and community leaders and people from all 
walks of life. Weõll be keeping the conversation going through regional and sectoral 
meetings and you can join in at www.ourprovinceourfuture.bc.ca.

Now that the Legislature has 
adjourned, I want to let you know about 
the work my colleagues and I have been 
doing to propose positive solutions to grow 
our economy, þght climate change, protect 
public services and support our 
communities.

During the session we introduced new leg-
islation regarding Conÿict of Interest Rules, 
protection for species at risk, 
improvements to  tenantsõ rights and 
preservation of our cultural and ecological 
heritage. In addition, I spoke up for New
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•Events•

Downtown Residents’ 
Association & 
Westcoast Genesis 
Society Community 
BBQ

July 29, 4-8 PM.
Located at Genesis 
House (Carnarvon @
Merrivale St.). Tickets 
$5 each for barbeque 
meal and soft drink. 
Entertainment and 
tours of Genesis and 
Maria Keary 
Cottages.

12th Street Festival

August 1, 11 AM - 
4 PM on 12th Street 
between 6th and 8th 
Avenues. 
Entertainment, 
activities for kids, and 
displays by local 
merchants.

New Westminster 
Pride

August 7, 12:15 PM 
at Columbia and 6th 
Streets. Participants 
will walk to City Hall 
for the 
proclamation of Pride 
Day at 1 PM, followed 
by a gathering and 
entertainment at 
Tipperary Park (4th 
St. and Royal Ave.). 
Other events TBA. 

.

HST Will Hurt 
New Westminster

This past session in the Legislature Iõve 
been working with my colleagues in the Of-
þcial Opposition caucus to hold the govern-
mentõs feet to the þre over their regressive 
and short-sighted plan to implement the 
HST. 

Itõs a plan that British Columbians have overwhelmingly rejected. But instead of 
listening to their constituents, the government has chosen to push ahead, despite the 
potential negative impacts on businesses and families across BC. 

Here are excerpts from my statement in the Legislature on Bill 9, 
euphemistically termed by the government the òConsumption Tax Rebate and Initiative 
Act.ó You can þnd the entire transcript on my website at www.dawnblack.ca.

We heard that the HST will hit particularly hard in New Westminster because of the large 
number of small businesses that are located there. These businesses will have to charge 7 
percent more for both goods and services, a charge that will, without question, be passed onto 
consumers. Most restaurants, for example, are small businesses, and the restaurant industry 
forecasts the HST will cost as many as 12,000 jobs across the province as well as $750 million 
in lost revenue.

Next door to my constituency ofþce is a friendly, family-run coffee shop. Itõs called the Coming 
Home Café. The owner has offered space on his patio for volunteer canvassers to collect 
signatures on the anti-HST initiative petition that’s currently being circulated. He’s a small 
business owner. He works hard and contributes to our community. He’s involved in several 
community organizations, including the committee thatõs organizing New Westminsterõs þrst 
pride day on August 7.

He sees the HST as yet another assault from a government which favours big corporations and 
insiders to the detriment of average hard-working people like himself. Like many others in the 
restaurant industry, he’s uncertain and worried about what the future will bring. He says that 
it took many years to recover from the impact of the GST, and the introduction of the HST will 
probably force more small businesses to close down.

A recent article in the New Westminster News Leader pointed out that: òGord Hobbis þgures 
he’ll do about three months’ worth of business at his Cap’s bike shop in Sapperton during the 
month of June. And he’s not happy about that. That’s because on July 1 the bicycles he sells, as 
well as bike parts and safety gear, will instantly become 7 percent more expensive.”... Hobbis, 
whose family has been selling bikes in New Westminster for 78 years, says the new additional 
tax might be just enough to put the skids to some people considering an investment in cycling.

I was shocked to read in the latest newsletter from Century House seniors centre in New 
Westminster the following report from the executive director. She wrote in their newsletter: “HST 
will arrive on July 1, so there will be price increases. Our normal price review for food services is 
September, but this may be done sooner and incorporated into the HST price changes.”

Hundreds of New Westminster seniors who visit Century House for recreation, for companion-
ship, will face increases in the price of food served there as well as for the excellent programs 
that are provided at Century House... It really is deplorable that the government persists with 
implementing the HST while ignoring the detrimental effect it will have on seniors’ lives.




